Resume of Robert Wm. Shomer, Ph.D. re: Eyewitness Perception, Memory and Identification

Since 1974 Dr. Shomer has qualified and testified as an expert witness in eyewitness perception, memory, and identification in hundreds of Superior court trials in California. He has also testified as an expert in these areas in Federal court, Central District since at least 1984, and in military courts martial, and in Superior Court in the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Nevada, New York, Oregon, Texas, Virginia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Washington. 

In the precedent setting case of People v. MacDonald (1984) 37 Cal.3d 351, 208 Cal.Rptr. 236, 690 P.2d 709, 46 A.L.R.4th 1011, the California Supreme Court unanimously held that it was error for the trial court to have excluded his testimony. They held that, "when eyewitness identification of the defendant is a key element of the prosecution's case but is not substantially corroborated by evidence giving it independent reliability, and the defendant offers qualified expert testimony on specific psychological factors shown by the record that could have affected the accuracy of the identification but are not likely to be fully known to or understood by the jury, it will ordinarily be error to exclude that testimony." The People agreed that he was undoubtedly qualified. This ruling on the standards for expert testimony in eyewitness identification has remained substantially unchanged in subsequent Supreme Court and more than a dozen Appellate court decisions. 

He has addressed Universities and Bar Associations including the California State Bar Association, Loyola Law School, New Orleans, and the California Trial Lawyers Association; and has addressed many county bar associations by giving Continuing Legal Education classes. He has also worked with State and Federal offices of the Public Defender on post conviction appeals.

Dr. Shomer is a psychologist licensed in the State of California and was the President of Hawthorne Community Medical Group.  
He received his Bachelor's Degree in Psychology with Honors from the University of California at Los Angeles and went on to receive his Doctorate in Psychology from UCLA in 1966. 

Prior to receiving his Doctorate he had been awarded a U.S. Public Health Fellowship, and upon receiving his Doctorate, He was offered several faculty appointments, including positions at Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Johns Hopkins, and the University of Texas. He accepted a position at Harvard University and was appointed to the faculty with concurrent appointments in the Departments of Psychology, Social Relations, and General Education. Prior to receiving his Doctorate, and since, he has had several original experimental studies accepted for publication in the psychological journals as well as a recent chapter on eyewitness identification for Aspen Publications. 

He served as an Assistant Professor on the faculty at Harvard University for five years, during which time he received additional grants and awards from, among others, the National Science Foundation, The National Institutes of Mental Health The Department of Defense, the Advanced Research Projects Administration, and Harvard University.

In 1971 he was appointed to a tenured position on the faculty of the Claremont Colleges.  While at the Colleges, he received additional grants and awards for research projects from various governmental funding sources as well as from the Claremont Colleges.

At Harvard, the Claremont Colleges, and UCLA, he originated and taught courses in many areas of psychology including those dealing with observation, perception, memory, recall, suggestibility, the effects of stress, and other factors relevant to eyewitness perception and identification. For over five years he served as a screening psychologist for a police department in the Southern California area.

Honors, Degrees, and Licenses

1956 Elected member Phi Eta Sigma Scholastic honorary.

1961 B.A. with honors in Psychology U.C.L.A.

1963 Awarded U. S. Public Health Fellowship, continued until 1966. 

1966 Ph.D. in Psychology U.C.L.A.

1969 Certified Psychologist Massachusetts.

1973 Licensed Marriage, Family and Child Counselor

1976 Licensed Psychologist California (Currently not seeing patients so license is in a Board specified “Inactive” status) 

Research Experience

1961-1962 Graduate Research Assistant for Dr. Jacques Kaswan, Dept. of Psychology, U.C.L.A. Research in the area of stimulus complexity and speed of response, published in the Journal of Personality
1962-1966 Graduate Research Assistant for Professor Harold H. Kelley, Dept. of Psychology, U.C.L.A. carried out research on interactions in several small group settings: versions of the minimal social situation; various mixed-motive games; and dyadic and group bargaining.  An article reporting the results of two studies concerned with the effects of threat in bargaining has been published in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.

1963-1965 Carried out two large scale public opinion surveys and an experiment manipulating  group  salience  with  Professor Richard Centers, Dept. of Psychology, U.C.L.A. and published in the Journal of Personality and in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.

1966           

Under the direction of Professor  Harold  H.  Kelley,  a doctoral dissertation was carried out to investigate the accuracy of memory of past performance and the distributive justice implications of relative outcomes in chance and skill tasks.

1966 to 1969 

A number of studies in conflict resolution were carried out in the context of multi-person complex disarmament simulations.  Variables under investigation were: the perception of the other party, the role of incentive; the effect of different communication channels, and the relationship of individual values and strategy choice.  This research was supported by a D.A.R.P.A and N.I.M.H grants.  

Studies exploring the relationship between outcomes and distributive justice, and coalition formation have been carried out in Brazil supported by the Comparative International Program of Harvard University.  Replications for cross-cultural comparison were carried out in the United States at Harvard.

A semester research leave from Harvard was spent at U.C.L.A. working with Professor Harold H. Kelley in the area of moral and ethical issues in social psychology.  A working paper was written in which it was noted that experiments in social psychology up to that time had been very largely "power oriented" to the relative neglect of concepts such as "fair," "just," and "equitable".

A study was carried out in a high school in the Boston area relating answers to questions involving ethical and moral dilemmas and several personality measures.  Additional studies with the high school population involved evaluation of a sex education program and the relationship of indices of personality to social achievement.

                    TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND OTHER

1965 to 1966 

Appointed as a Lecturer in Social Sciences Extension while a graduate student

Taught a variety of core courses in psychology including Social Psychology, Attitude Formation and Change and Propaganda and Public Opinion

1966 to 1971 

Assistant Professor, Harvard University, appointed concurrently in the Departments of Psychology, Social Relations and General Education

Taught numerous undergraduate courses in several areas in psychology as well as supervising doctoral dissertations and other aspects of graduate education.

Selected by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to attend the Netherlands conference on “Computer Modeling in the Social Sciences” 

1969 Summer

Invited lectures on experimental social psychology, delivered at the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro.

1971 Summer 

Chosen by the National Sciences Foundation to attend the     University of Colorado, Computers in the Social Sciences, program

1969 and 1971 

Two trips to Antarctica on behalf of the U.S. Navy and Harvard University 

1971 to 1981

Appointed to the faculty of the Claremont Colleges, eventually receiving tenure. In addition to my teaching duties I was appointed the Chairman of the “All College Consortium on Computing,” and served as the Chairman of the Budget Committee for one of the undergraduate colleges. I received additional grants and awards for research projects from various governmental funding sources as well as from the Claremont Colleges. I developed and secured funding for the undergraduate experimental laboratory.

Taught the entire range of undergraduate courses as well as supervising Doctoral Dissertations and teaching graduate seminars at the Claremont Graduate School.

1974 to present 

Qualified and testified as an expert witness in memory, perception, and eyewitness identification 

1981 to 1989

Retired from tenured position at the Claremont. Colleges. For UCLA Extension originated and taught several courses, awarded the title  of Senior Lecturer.

Head of Psychological Services for Century Medical Group. Interviewed and tested applicants for high stress isolated positions for the Department of Defense. 

Appointed psychologist for the City of Hawthorne Police and Fire Departments Position held for five years.

Joined Hawthorne Community Medical Group as a behavioral health provider. 

Served on the Board of several community development groups in California and also served as a research, evaluation and computer systems  consultant for Hospital Audiences Inc., a large non-profit organization in New York City that provides services for a thousands of individuals in hospitals, nursing homes, and drug and alcohol programs. 

Was instrumental in writing several evaluation and outcomes research grants for HAI, and obtaining over $400,000 in evaluation research funding from the Federal Administration on Aging. 

1990 to 1994

After several years service as a member on the Board of Directors, and as Treasurer, I was elected and twice re-elected to the position of President and Chief Executive Officer of Hawthorne Community Medical Group.  HCMG was a multi-specialty medical group with over 100 physicians and ten clinical facilities. 

Completed the Executive Management Course at UCLA’s John Anderson Graduate School of Business Administration. Hawthorne Medical Group merged with another medical group and I was appointed the Associate Director of Behavioral Health  for a group of 400 physicians at 45 locations.

1995 to present 

Retired from the administration of the medical group, continued individual practice primarily in forensics.

Appointed member of the Work Group for the Development of the Electronic Medical Record sponsored by the U.S Department of Health

Personal

Married since 1961 to Elisabeth Shomer a Counselor and High School Teacher.  Three children: Ivan, Attorney at Law, Marc,  M.D. Ph.D. Ophthalmologist,  and Andrea, Attorney at Law.

